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Number of polio cases reduced in 2010: Economic Survey

ISLAMABAD, Jun 2 (APP): The number of polio cases have reduced from thousands to just 140 cases in 2010 and polio
remained in just a few strongholds across the country.According to the Economic Survey 2010-11 launched here
Thursday, Pakistan has made tremendous progress towards achieving polio targets and global experts have re-affirmed
that country could be the next polio free country in the world. Similarly, mass vaccination campaign in 40 high risk
districts has been completed during September-October 2010 whereas second phase in 30 districts is underway.

The remaining districts will be covered during March-April 2011 as elimination level could be achieved.

Devastating floods of August-September 2010 have affected more than 20
million people, destroying infrastructure of rural and urban areas and
agricultural lands of the country.

This has adversely impacted the overall economy and achievement of many
of the MDG targets, which in the current scenario remains an ambitious
target to achieve.

A new Drug Control Master Plan (2010-14) had been prepared to reduce the
health, social and economic costs associated with drug trafficking and
substance abuse in Pakistan. The plan included short, medium and
long-term initiatives for implementation of the National Anti-Narcotics
Policy-2010.

Pakistan Bait-ul Mall- Food Support Program provided Rs.3000 to targeted
about two million poorest of the poor families in the country.

According to survey, Food Quality Control System- Reference Laboratory
has been established at National Institute of Health (NIH), Islamabad.

Similarly, the policy of Infant Young Child Feeding (IYCF) has been
developed, approved and adopted. Health staff training on Baby Friendly
Hospital Initiative (BFHI) and breast feeding counselling has been
started as regular capacity building feature.

National Nutrition Survey 2011 has finalized and underway by Health
Division besides consultation process initiated to holistically address
malnutrition through multisectoral approach.

The government has allocated Rs. 2716.3 million for the year 2010-11 to
improve the health status of children and their mothers. Under the
preventive program, about 8.5 million children were targeted to be
immunized and 25 million packets of ORS were given.

The government has brought Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization
(GAVI) support for introduction of pneumococcal vaccine for the country
under co-financing mechanism.

Targets for the health sector during 2010-11 included establishment of
15 Rural Health Centers(RHC), 40 Basic Health Units (BHUs) and
upgradation of 45 existing RHCs and 900 BHUs.
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The manpower target included the addition of 5000 new doctors, 450
dentists, 3500 nurses, 5500 paramedics and 500 traditional birth
attendants.

Currently a total of 82 development schemes with PSDP allocation of
Rs.16.9 billion for year 2010- 11 are executing through ministry of
health. Against this allocation, Rs.7.411 billion has already been
released by the Planning Commission during July-January, 2011.

Out of the released amount, Rs.6.3 billion has been utilized by the
programmes/ projects upto January, 2011 which is 85% against the
released amount.

Despite financial constraints, the government has shown its resolve to
continue investments in social sector in order to improve human
development index.
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