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Wen’s visit to bolster Pak. confidence in facing current challenges: experts

By Akram Malik

ISLAMABAD Dec 15(APP) Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao&rsquo;s visit to Pakistan will bolster its confidence in facing the
current challenges and will be a &lsquo;good counter&rsquo; to US President Barack Obama&rsquo;s recent trip to
India, said international affairs experts here Wednesday. &ldquo;The visit will send a reassuring signal to Pakistan which
is surrounded by a host of problems, challenges and difficulties. It will serve as a good counter to Obama&rsquo;s high
profile visit to India,&rdquo;Dr. Riffat Hussain head of department of Defense and Strategic Studies of the Quaid-e -Azam
University Islamabad told APP when questioned on expectations of Wen&rsquo;s trip at a time Pakistan was facing
economic difficulties and a serious threat of extremism.

Frequent contacts between the two
countries at the highest level speak of an ever growing relationship
between the two sides because China over the decades has emerged as a
trusted and reliable friend of Islamabad- always ready to help it when
in need.
Questioned on import of Wen&rsquo;s trip
Riffat said &ldquo;it comes at a critical time for Pakistan, the region and
also for China which is being targetted by hawks in Washington as a
rising challenger.&rdquo;
Wen&rsquo;s visit will solidify the already robust relations between Islamabad and Beijing and direct these towards an
expansion in trade and investment ties, Dr. Maleeha Lodhi who served as Islamabad envoy to both London and
Washington told APP.
&ldquo;Today China is in the best position to meet Pakistan&rsquo;s development and investment requirements having
emerged as a global economic power and a role model for developing nations,&rdquo; she said.
The Chinese leader will be arriving Islamabad on Friday from India to begin his three day visit to hold talks with top
Pakistani leadership on the entire gamut of their relations-marked by mutual trust and warmth.
His 3-day Indian visit, reports say, will be centered on Beijing&rsquo;s efforts to further expand its burgeoning trade
relations with New Delhi. But Pakistan has nothing to worry about Sino-Indian relations as Dr. Lodhi
is confident of the strength of Pak-Chinese relationship.
&ldquo;Pakistan has little to worry about China&rsquo;s growing economic ties with India because Islamabad has full
confidence in China&rsquo;s friendship and sees it as a factor for regional peace and security. It can also play a role as it
has itself offered on occasion to resolve differences between Pakistan and India,&rdquo; she said.
Answering a question on Indian quest to get permanent membership at the UN Security Council, Riffat said Chinese
leader&rsquo;s visit will give the two countries an opportunity to discuss a joint strategy in this regard.
&ldquo;China will watch carefully how Obama&rsquo;s endorsement of India&rsquo;s claim to representation in the SC
plays out in coming months. China does not want to be cast in the role of a spoiler for India. Beijing will consult Pakistan
on this important issue and evolve a joint strategy how best to support the process of reforming the SC.&rdquo;
However Prof. Tahir Ameen who teaches international relations at Quaid-e- Azam University says Beijing will not back
India to become member of the exclusive club of UNSC.
&ldquo;I think China will be reluctant to support the Indian bid for the Security Council seat because of its adverse
consequences on Pak-China relationship&rdquo;.
The two countries have agreed in principle &ldquo;to maintain communication and coordination on major international
and regional issues to safeguard their common interests&rdquo; and have worked relentlessly to expand their multidimensional relations since the establishment of diplomatic ties in 1951 when Pakistan became the first Muslim country
http://www.app.com.pk/en_

Powered by Joomla!

Generated: 2 August, 2014, 11:21

Associated Press Of Pakistan ( Pakistan's Premier NEWS Agency )

to recognize China.
But more warmth was injected in their relationship in 1971 when Islamabad played a leading role in facilitating diplomatic
contacts between Beijing and Washington by organizing a secret visit of by th then
American president Richard Nixon&rsquo;s National Security Adviser Henry Kissinger from Islamabad to Beijing.
Asked on further expansion of civil nuclear cooperation between the two countries for addressing Islamabad&rsquo;s
ever increasing energy requirements, Riffat said &ldquo;Beijing has assured Pakistan that it will continue supporting
Pakistan&rsquo;s efforts to meet its energy needs&rdquo;.
&ldquo;China is willing to expand its ongoing civil nuclear cooperation with Pakistan.
China can always cite Indo-US nuclear deal as a precedent to conclude a similar deal with Pakistan. The critical
stumbling block here is finding the resources to fund such a deal,&rdquo; said Riffat.
Prof. Tahir Ameen said Pakistan had little option but to expand its cooperation with China in civil nuclear technology
because &ldquo;it appears unlikely that American or the European powers will cooperate with Pakistan in civil nuclear
technology. Pakistan has little choice but to continue with the Chinese option&rdquo;.
Commenting on Pak-China deep-rooted relationsip Dr. Lodhi said it was strategic because unlike Pakistan&rsquo;s ties
with the US &ldquo;it is based on the firm support of the people of the two countries. It has also been sustained over the
last half century by the fact that China always shows sensitivity to the concerns of its partners and accommodates their
interests&rdquo;.
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